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Tertullian in the Ante-Nicene Fathers, especially 
On Marriage. 
On the Apparel of Women 
To his Wife | 
Exhortation to Chastity 
On Fasting 


On Flight in Persecution 
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_ ITs CONFLICT WITH THE CHURCH, 


AND 


ITs INFLUENCE UPON _ORTHODOXv. 


Introduction: The importance of the second century. 


Chapter one: The Historical Development of Montanism. 
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Pt. The occasion for the rise of Montanisn. 
oe The rise of the movement. 


br, Its expansion. 


Phrygia. 

Asia Minor. 

Rome. 

Africa: Tertullian. 


(a) His birth and training. 

(b) Conversion. 

(c) Service. 

(dad) Characteristics. 

(e) Conversion to Montanisn. 

(f) His Montanist influence. 
Later History. 
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Chapter three 


oe 


1. 


Conclusion. 


The Characteristics of Montanisn. 


It was orthodox in doctrine. 
It required the acceptance of the New Prophesy. 


It emphasized chiliasm and asceticism. 


(1) Fasting. 
(2) Celibacy. 
(3) Penance. 
(4) Martyrdom. 


It was legalistic in spirit. 
It acknowledged the authority of Scripture. 


It retained the Church hierarchy, making certain 
innovations. 


The Influence of Montanism upon Orthodoxy. 


Asceticisn. 

Double moral standard. 
Mortal and venial sins. 
Chiliasm discredited. 
Distrust of prophesy. 


Exaltation of the clergy. 
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ITS CONFLICT WITH THE CHURCH; 


AND 


ITs INFLUENCE UPON ORTHODOXY. 


The second century was a most important period 
in the history of ne Christian Church. In those years Christian 
thought was finding development and expression which formed the 
foundation of the creeds of the later centuries. It is 
difficult to overestimate the profound significance of that period 
for the Christian movement; when the Apostolic Age began to recede 

_ into the historic past; when heresy in various forms developed, 
requiring a crystalizing of Church literature and Church office 

j to counteract it; when tendencies first appeared, which in the 

later centuries were to develop into the Papacy. It may be said 

conservatively that no century of the Christian era has been so 

significant and far-reaching in its tendencies as the century of the 

Apostolic Fathers, and of the beginning of a New Testament canon. 


Here, if anywhere, the student requires a sympathetic 
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understanding. It is easy to criticize much that occurred during 
those formative years. From the vantage-point of the twentieth 
century it is possible to indicate some things which likely 

would have worked out to greater eo yanvane to the Church had a 
different course been adopted. It is sometimes easier to see 

the faults than the virtues of the actors in the drama of those 
years. But the inherent greatness of many of the makers of that 
history; the loyalty displayed in word and life by those who were 
required at all times to be ready to sacrifice for the sake of the 
Gospel; the devotion to truth which characterised their writings;-- 
these manifest themselves only to the one who, in some measure, 
has "sat where they sat"; and it is only when these are known that 
the greatness and part cane eet that century can be grasped. 

One of the important influences of the period was 
the Montanist movement, doubly dangerous because of its orthodoxy 
and zeal, a menace to the Church for many years, and, although 
finally conquered, leaving many traces of its influence upon the 


doctrines and polity of the Catholic Church. 


1 THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF MONTANISHM. 


Tt will help in understanding the beginning of 
Montanism if we have in mind the state of the Church at the time, 


which was, in part at least, the occasion of its rise and 


oe 


development. The middle of the century was a critical transition 
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‘period in the Church. Prior to this she had "only the most 
indispensable forms", | and these were few and not in any sense 
rigid. But with her growth, numbers were added to the Church 
who needed supervision and instruction. A tendency to 
organisation began to manifest itself. The office of the clergy 
was exalted. The priesthood of all believers, so definitely held 
in the earlier years, tended to be lost sight of in the acceptance 
of a distinct priestly order. A magical quality began to be 
attached to baptism and the Lord's Supper. At the same time 


certain political and secular tendencies appeared. Instead of 


the eager outlook for the end of the world which characterised 
“earlier days, the Church had set out to Christianize the State. 
Her members were to be found in all walks of life, and the earlier 
idea of separation was forgotten or ignored. There was a tendency 
to make it as easy as possible to be a aeeettipne Already a 
‘double moral standard was emerging in the Christian.community. 
There was evidently "increasing corruption and worldliness of the 
Shurches".” 
Warning voices were raised against these 
tendencies, and a demand made for a return to Apostolic simplicity 
and purity, and to more severe discipline of life. Many felt that 
there should be a rigorous discipline in preparation for the 
coming end. This was the opportunity of Montanism, and explains 
how it was that a small movement in a remote province grew to have 
so much more than local significance. Harnack tersely sums up 
the condition of the Church as the occasion for the Montanist re- 
action: "The denial of the claims of the ethical life," he says, 
a the primitive Christian hopes, the legal and 


“political forms under which the Churches protected themselves 
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Reeriod in the Church. Prior to this she had "only the most 
indispensable forms", | and these were few and not in any sense 
rigid. But with her growth, numbers were added to the Church 
who needed supervision and instruction. A tendency to 
organisation began to manifest itself. The office of the clergy 
was exalted. The priesthood of all believers, so definitely held 
in the earlier years, tended to be lost sight of in the acceptance 
of a distinct priestly order. A magical quality began to be 
attached to baptism and the Lord's Supper. At the same time 
certain political and secular tendencies Se aaneas Instead of 
the eager outlook for the end of the world which characterised 


earlier days, the Church had set out to Christianize the State. 


Her members were to be found in all walks of life, and the earlier 
idea of separation was forgotten or ignored. There was a tendency 
to make it as easy as possible to be a pe es Hives a 
double moral standard was emerging in the Christian. community. 
There was evidently "increasing corruption and worldliness of the 
Seurches".” 
Warning voices were raised against these 
ere ten, and a demand made for a return to Apostolic simplicity 
and purity, and to more severe discipline of life. Many felt that 
there should be a rigorous discipline in preparation for the 
| coming end. This was the opportunity of Montanism, and explains 
| how it was that a small movement in a rembte province grew to have 
so much more than local significance. Harnack tersely sums up 
the condition of the Church as the occasion for the Montanist re- 
| action: "The denial of the claims of the ethical life," he says, 
"the paling of the primitive Christian hopes, the legal and 


“political forms under which the Churches protected themselves 
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against the world and against heresies, called forth soon after the 
- middle of the second century, first in Asia Minor, then in other 
Christian communities, a reaction which sought to establish, or 
rather to re-establish, the primitive times and conditions, and to 


1 
protect Christianity from the secularizing tendency." 


The birthplace of Montanism was in Phrygia. This 


province was marked by an extravagant regard for the emotional 
expression of religion. "It was a hotbed of superstitions in 
BD heathen times, and afterward of Christian Hereatean The 
Phrygians displayed a tendency to fanaticisn, and were credulous 
in regard to ecstatic manifestations. Hence it is not surprising 
that among these people there deverceas a movement which was 
strongly marked with the characteristics of fanaticism and 
credulity. It was the the type of movement which specially 
appealed to their susceptibilities, and it spread with rapidity 
among them. . 
The earliest accounts of the movement are given 
by Eusebius, who has preserved portions of the writings of certain 
opponents whos# works otherwise have been lost. Notable among 
these are the Anonymous, and Apolinarius, Bishop of the Church of 
Hierapolis. Eusebius is pans hostile to Montanism, and his 
material requires critical evaluation in order to reach an 
unbiassed opinion concerning the tenets and purposes of Montanus 
and his followers. A careful study of the material available 
indicates that the Montanist movement by no means merited all 
that was said about it; and, while one cannot fail to recognize 
- the extravagances of the New Prophesy, and the dangers of the 


position assumed by the New Prophets, it seems reasonably clear 
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that they were actuated by motives of loyalty to primitive 

Apostolic Christianity as they understood it, and sought to 

; recover the purity of the Gospel, rather than to pervert it. 

rt . About the middle of the century, Montanus, a 

_ native of Ardabau, a village "in that part of Mysia which borders 

upon Phrygia", became a Christian. Jerome says that he was a 

priest of Cybele, a religion marked by ascetic iehominkt {oni 

and ecstatic manifestations on the part of its devotees. The 

Anonymous* states that soon after his conversion "he became 
beside himself, and being suddenly in a sort of frenzy and 
ecstacy, he raved, and begam to babble and ities strange things." 
This was the beginning of the movement that was known as the New 

: Prophesy, or Montanisn. Montanus claimed that he was possessed 
by the Paraclete promised by Jesus in John 14:16. He proclaimed 
the near approach of the end of the age, and called Christians to 
a rigid asceticism in preparation for it. Soon etter the 

beginning of his "prophesying" he established himself at Pepuza, 

a small town of Phrygia, which he called Jerusalem, and there he 
gathered D heventa from all quarters. He considered Pepuza to 
be the "wilderness" of Revelation 12:14, and taught his followers 
to expect there the final Parousia of the Lord in the near future. 
This gained for them the name of Pepuzans, although they were also 

_ known at an early period as Phrygians, or Kataphrygians, as Eusebius 

calls them, and their teaching "the heresy of the Phrygians”. 

Some time later Montanus was joined by two women, Maximilla and 

Priscilla or Prisca, who, it is said, with his sanction, deserted 


their husbands in order to attach themselves to his cause. These 


also claimed the prophetic charisma, and made revelations similar 


| to Montanus. 
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Neander: Church History, p.524. 


Karly Church History, Vol2, p.90. 


a Kusebius: Church History, Book 5, chapter 19,section. 3. 


4, Ibid Book 5:19, note 7. 


As has been indicated, there were special conditions in the Church 
| which made such a movement, stressing as. it did an earnest emulation 
of Apostolic Christianity, of special appeal to great numbers of 
| Christians. _. There seems to have been neither intention nor desire 
on the part of Montanus to break with the Church, and at first the 
movement went forward with no severance from the Catholic body. 
"They wished only to be considered the ecclesia spiritus, spiritalis, 
within the ecclesia made up of the psychical aera 
At first it was confined to Phrygia, where a 
majority of the Christians became adherents. For probably twenty 
years, Harnack thinks, it did not go beyond that province, then 
spreading through Asia Minor, and later reaching Rome and Gaul. 
Gwatkin sees three great stages in the history 
of Montanism---an Asiatic, a Roman, and an African, “ | 
In Asia Minor the Church was greatly agitated 
by the New Prophesy, and strong opposition secolepen against it. 
The bishops were vehemently antagonistic, and made attempts to 
refute or exorcise the spirits in the New Prophets. The 
Anonymous states that Zoticus the Bishop of Comana, and Julian 
the Bishop of Apamea, desired to question the evil spirit by 
which they supposed Maximilla to be possessed, but were prevented 
from doing so by Themiso, an influential Montanist. Synods in 
Asia Minor before the end of the second century discussed the new 
| movement, and excommunicated its adherents. Serapion, Bishop of 


Antioch wrote a letter against it, to which were attached the signatures 


' of several bishops.3 MecGiffer® suggests. that this was a semi- 


official communication endorsed by as many anti-Montanistic bishops 


4 


as could be reached. The opposition was further evidenced in the 
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separation of the martyrs. When Catholics and Montanists were 
imprisoned, the orthodox kept themselves separate until the final 


1 
martyrdom, refusing any form of intercourse with Montanists. 


The earliest reference to the movement in the 
West occurs in connection with the letters of the Confessors of 
Lyons in A.D. 177. McGiff@rf advances the view that the letters 
were occasioned by the fact that the Montanists had appealed to 
Rome against the decision of the Eastern ao The letters 
were written to Pope Eleutherus, and to the Churches of Asia and 
‘Phrygia, apparently seeking to heal the Epencnceteean the 
Montanists and the Catholics, a1 though it is a mistake to regard 
these letters as favorable to the Montanists. Eusebius, whose 
antipathy to the New Prophesy is most apparent, could not have 
commended the letters so heartily had they been favorable to the 
‘Montanist position. The Church at Lyons also sone ureaeeree 
then a presbyter of that, Church, to Eleutherus to place the matter 
personally before hin. The result of this appeal is not clear, 
but it is clear that the question cof Montanism remained open for a 
‘Number of years after this. Twenty-five years later a further 
attempt was made to introduce the movement into the capital during 
the bishopric of Zephyrinus. He favored the effort, and had 
actually written "letters of peace to the Churches of Asia and Phrygia", 
but Praxeas arrived from Asia Minor and persuaded him to withhold 
these. Praxtéas was highly regarded because he had confessed Christ 


cs 


before a tribunal, and had suffered imprisonment. Later he became 


@ Monarchian, and was opposed by Tertullian in his work Adversus 
Praxeas. In this treatise Tertullian attacks Praxeas for his activity 


in stopping the recognition of Montanism, "when the then Bishop of 
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3 ; He Adversus Praxeas, Chapter 1. 


2. Gwatkin, Vol.2, p.89. 
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53. Walker: A.D.150-155. 
: Harnack: “A.D.155. 
R Smith and Wace: A.D.150-160. 
Cruttwell: A.D.150-160. 
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Rome", he says,"was now recognizing the prophesies of Montanus, 


‘Prisca, and Maximilla, and as the result of that recognition was 


seeking to introduce peace to the Churches of Asia and Phrygia, it 
was he who did, by making false statements about these very prophets 


"and their Churches, and by defending the authoritative acts of his 


“predecessors, compel him both to recall the letters of peace that 
had been already dispatched and to give up his project of welcoming 
their gifts. So Praxeas managed two pieces of the devil's business 
at Rome; he drove out prophesy and brought in heresy, he put the 


: 1 
Paraclete to flight and crucified the Father." 


The movement probably reached Africa about the 
end of the second century. Montanists are "in abundance" there 
about A.D. 203.° This stage of the history centres about 
Tertullian, the only scholar Montanism had, and a man of unique 
power and permanent influence upon the Church. "Tt was he who 
made Montanism a great and lasting power in the Church which 


rejected it", and it is important, in seeking to determine the 


_ Significance of Montanism to be cognizant of the place and power 


of Tertullian. 


Quintus Septimus Florens Tertullianus, the 
earliest, and one of the greatest af the ancient Church writers 
of the West, was born in Carthage about the middle of the second 
century. The exact date of his birth is unknown, but it 


probably occured some time between the years A.D. 150 and A.D. 


— 


160, with a preference for the later date. Practically all we 


_ know of him is through his writings, but these are more than 


\ 


sufficient to enable a student to gain a very clear and definite 
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conception of his character. Of him it is strikingly true, 
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Be Prescription Against Heretics,- chapter 7. 


™ The style is the man } and he stands out in his writings with all 
his inconsistencies of character, revealing a greatness which made 
him unique among his contemporaries, and an intolerance which is his 


weakness and his shame. 


Tertullian was born of heathen parents,his father 


being a centurion in the service of the Proconsul at Carthage. 


He was given a liberal education, acquiring an excellent knowledge 
of Greek. Some of his earlier treatises were written in Greek, 

and although later he wrote wholly in the Latin tongue, and has been 
called the creator of Christian Latin literature. He was master 
of the great literature of Rome; he has read ine historians and 

ie evo; he quotes Virgil with telling AEN, He was familiar 
with the earlier Church Fathers, and had made a special study of 
Gnosticism, especially that of Marcion. He studied rhetoric and 
practiced te He had "looked into medicire", and gives evidence of 
at in his et He also studied philosophy, oa was acquainted — 
with Plato and the Stoic literature. Some of his own writings show 
his philosophical grasp, especially his treatise De Anima. He displays 
@ profound contempt for philosophy and philosophers, regarding 
Christianity as"a great divine foolishness, wiser than the merely 
human wisdom of the deepest philosophies, but in no way to be squared 
with a "Away with all attempts to produce a mottled Christ- 
janity of Stoic,Platonic,and dialectic composition. We want no 
curious disputation after possessing Christ Jesus, no inquisition 
after enjoying the Gospel. With our faith, we desire no further 
Biter." In this Tertullian was at direct variance with the 
“Alexandrian School, which regarded philosophy as the handmaid of 
‘theology, and there is little doubt that this was an element 


jot weakness in his character, and diminished his usefulness 
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ie Farrar: Lives of the Fathers, p.166. 


ie Cruttwell: Aiterary History of Early Christianity, Vol.2, Dp 


as Walker A.D. 185-195. 
. Harnack, Bonwetsch, A.D. 197-8. 


usefulfless in the Church. 


Perhaps that part of Tertullian's training which 
is most evident in his Dette. ond most oe influenced his 
attitude towards Christianity was the study of Roman Law. He 
evidently Brae tieed law before his conversion, And Eusebius 
identifies him with a famed advocate in Rome mentioned in early 
writings. As an Apologist of the Christian Vhurch, and later 
of Montanism,he reveals his training as an advocate, and frequently 
manifests a greater desire for a verdict an for anhmpartial decision 


on the inherent truth of the position defended. " Argumentationes 


ad hominem" are frequently met with in his works, sufficient to 


call forth the trenchant criticism of Farrar: " These constant 
outbursts. of Tertullian against those who differed from him are 
not due to real passion; they are nothing but “the vulgar vit- 
uperation of the professional ese ke Certainly this 


element of Tertullian's training was as much his weakness as his 


strength. 
The precise date of Tertullian's conversion is 
Sobscure. It is fairly certain that it "took place in the early 
2 
middle life ,in the full plentitude of his powers." Some 


he 
scholars put it as early as A-¥. 185, and others as late as A.D. 197. 


Whenever it occured, the experience was a very real and vital one 
to Tertullian. What influences led to it he dose not reveal, 
but it is probable that the constancy of Christians in times of 
persecution first directed his thoughts towards the faith he had 


previously despised. Certain is it, however,that it was a 


> decisive,transforming experience for him,and, once the step had 
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been taken, there was never any looking back. He made a clean 
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break with his past, and lived henceforth for the Master to whom 


he had pledged this new allegiance. " Under the power of the 
1 


Gospel, he counted as loss all that ne world could give." 
Adeep consciousness of sin pervades his writings. 

He had "dkeener sense of the depths of human sinfulness,and the 

need of divine grace for man's rescue, than any writer had 

possessed since Paul." : He makes references to the conditions 

of his times which indicate that he had passed a licentious youth, 

living in the common heathen sins of the period. The theatre 

’ was"grossly licentious",and he speaks of it as "a private 

consistory of uncleanness, where nothing is approved of except 

what is elsewhere disapproved.” As a Christian, he hated to 

recall the scenes he had witnessed there,and also in the gladiatorial 

amphitheatre. These facts -- the sin of his youth, and the 

decisive experience of conversion in mature life, must be taken into 

account in seeking to understand his theology. This explains 

one of his outstanding characteristics to which Hargac nears attention: 

"Among all the Fathers of the first three centuries, Tertullian 

has given the Bee powerful expression of the terrible earnestness 


of the Gospel." 


Tertullian immediately began to take an active 
part in @hurch affairs,and quickly rose to a position of influence. 
He was a prolific and powerful writer,"the most powerful who had 
appeared since the days of the Apostles." : His "Apology", "the 
most brilliant of all his ae which must be allowed the 
first place in point of effectiveness of all the Rares=t was 
: written comparatively early in his Christian life. He was 


ordained a presbyter at some uncertain date, probably at a synod 


at Carthage in recognition of his service in connection with this 
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: Jerome states 
nay paises a question about this fact, but Jer 
Bs eek was a rRatyter, and it is generally acknowledged 


by scholars. 
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ys B.F.Westcott: The History of the Canon of the New Testament, 
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4. Farrar: Lives of the Fathers; p.151. 
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1 
treatise. "His greatest merit is the intense personal fervour 


he throws into his arguments, and this is what makes him as an 


Apologist supreme." 


His services to the Church were marked by some 
very definite qualities of character. He was above all things 
thorough. There was nothing half~hearted about his allegiance 
to a cause. When he became a Christian he became one heart and 
soul, and was never guilty of any half-measures. He scorned 
compromise, and lashed expediency. This same characteristic 


later led him to Montanism. 


He was of a vigorous nature, as is shown in the 
way in which he threw himself at once into the defence of his new 
faith, as well as in the number and character of his later writings. 
He wrote many tracts, about thirty of which are still extant. 

In these he vehemently attacks those who differed from hin, 
displaying a vigour that impels our admiration, even though often 
it alienates our sympathy. " His eloquence was of a vehement order. 


but it wins his hearers and readers by the strength of its passion." 


For one converted to Christianity in middle life, 
Tertullian shows a remarkable knowledge of the Scriptures, and it 
is evident that he had devoted much time to their study. He-as 
at home in the Old Testament as weltas in the New, and invariably 
supports his arguments with an appeal tolthe Bible. He marks the 
introduction of the phrase "New Testament" (de Novo Testamento) to 
the Evangelical Scriptures. His method of interpretation is the 
literal rather than the Allegorical, although "it is eye i 


for Tertullian to make Scripture mean anything he likes." 
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But chief among the elements of character that 


ne 
. 


made him great in the service of the Church was his supreme devotion 
to Christ, and Christ's Church. | Like the Apostle Paul, the 
consciousness of a glorious redemption wrought for him by Christ 
Jesus, had called forth the supreme consecration of his whole being 
to his Saviour. He was not his own; he had been bought with a 
price unspeakably precious, and,. body and soul, he devoted himself 
to his Lord. This is finely expressed in his treatise " De Fuga 
in Persecutione", in which he says: "All things belong to Him; where- 
ever I am, I am in His hand: let Him do as He will, I go not away; 
and if it be His pleasure that I die, let Him destroy me Himself, 
while I save myself for Him." It is this supreme devotion of his 
soul that enables us to overlook some of the harshness of Tertullian's 
character, and some of the intollerance of his works. When he 
: writes it is under the serse of a divine compulsion, and there is 
never a false ring in his words. " Even in error his sincerity is 
most ee aaa we can look "with admiration upon the single- 
minded devotion to what seemed to him to be igdenere "It is easy 


to convict him of having failed to control the glowing passion 


that was in him. He is often outrageously unjust in the substance 
of what he says .....+..- But in no battle that he fought was he 
ever actuated by selfish interests. What he did was really done 


for the Gospel as he understood it, with all the faculties of his 
soul." He had a zeal for purity --- purity of life and purity 
of faith, and though later he became a schismatic himself, never 

at any time could he tolerate heresy in regard to the teaching of 
the Church. This is seen later in his life, when, though an 
excommunicated Montanist, he engaged in the pe es of the Catholic 


faith against the Patripassianism of Praxeas. As a matter of 
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fact, with characteristic inconsistency, Tertullian always regarded 
the Church as the depository of the faith. "No Father", says 
Cruttwell, "is more free from heresy. As a champion of Christian 


doctrine he stands second to none." 


The most important event in Tertullian's life 
after he became a Christian was his conversion to Montanisn. Most 
of his activity as a Christian was while under Montanist influence, 
and it was this that determined very largely the nature of his later 
work. In reality, becoming a Montanist did not mean a very radical 
change for Tertullian. He simply found in the New Prophesy an 
expression of ideas and tendencies which oe characteristic of hin. 
The serious view of discipleship taken by Montanus and his followers 
and their ascetic demands, co-incided with the rugged views of the 
Christian life which he held, and it was an easy step for him to 
embrace their teachings. De Spectaculis and De Idolalatria were 
both written before he came under the influence of the New Prophesy, 
and are indicative of his state of mind. In the former, -written 
about A.D.198, he speaks forcibly against the Roman games and 
festivals, and urges Christians to shun any kind of contact with them. 
They are"the devil's ground". | When he became acquainted with the 
teaching of the New Prophets he found in their oracles and visions 
only a new sanction for opinions already formed. "He would have 
been what was equivalent to a Montanist had no Montanus ever 
existea."! 

It is probable that Tertullian became impressed 
with the courage and enthusiasm of the Montanists in the persecution 
under Septimius pe Their asceticism attracted him, and 
their utter indifference to martyrdom made a deep impression upon 


his mind. Years before, when he was first impelled to examine the 
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Christian faith, an See ination which led to his embracing it, the 
‘fortitude of the Christian martyrs had been the thing that first 
arrested his attention. And in this new.step in his cerrer, 
second only in importance to his conversion, the same thing first ; 
attracted him --- a courage in persecution and martydom which revealed 
a passion within his soul. Jerome ascribes the change to his 
suffering from the envy and insults of the clergy of the Roman Church; 
but there is this deeper reason, there was a spiritual affinity 
Ppetween him and the New Prophesy. 

There is some uncertainty as to the precise date 
of this change, as of all the dates in Tertullian's history, but 
avery general agreement places it at A.D. 202-3. Montanus and 

_ the two prophetesses had been dead a number of years when this 
occurred. Maximilla, the last of the three to survive, died in 
A.D. 179. For the next five years Tertullian tried to make 
“Montanism dominant in the @hurch. His writings now have a definite 
Montanist tone, and he appeals to the revelations of the New Prophets 
as authoritative. De Corona Militis is regarded as the first of 
his Montanist writings, and his plea for a complete unworldliness 
Pon the part of the Christian is very definite in this tract. 

During this period there is a growing bitterness in his writings, 
which is to be accounted for "by. the incompatability between the 
authorities which he recognized, and yet was not able to reconcile." 
He finds it impossible to to swing the church over to his Montanist 
Besess. fhere is opposition from the presbyters and the bishops, 
who had the support of the clergy of Rome, as well as the rank and 
“file of the Church, and Tertullian attasks them with a growing 
vehemence. He uses terms which exalt the Montanists and reflect 


upon the larger body of Christians. The followers of the New 


ans 16 : a : 


¢ 
% 


“Prophesy arervcywari®x, While the rest of the Christians are WV x Ke 


: tt 
the he exhausts the resources of dialectic in the endeavour to 


; 1 
define and vindicate the relation of the "Spirituals" to the "Psychics"" 


In this period, also, there is the development of that dogmatism and 

spiritual pride which make some of his works so distasteful. Since 
| the Paraclete spoke through the Prophets there was no possibility of 

their being in error. Truth, to Tertullian, is that which he has 


by revelation, and all others must give way before him. 


The possgition of Tertullian within the Church wae 
an impossible one. It was only a question of time before he must 
be compelled to withdraw or be excommunicated. The immediate cause 
of the breach appears to have been the controversy over the veiling 
por virgins in the Christian community at Carthage. The practice 
| had been in accordance with custom, but now Tertullian and his 
followers claimed through "revelation" that virgins should appear 
veiled. They even claimed that the size of the veil had been 


made known " 


by revelations”. Tertullian treats of the matter in 
his treatise De Virginibus Velandis, and this is usually taken as 

his transition work. Thus, after five years of strenuous effort 

to secure for Montanism the supremacy in the Church at Carthage, he 
withdrew, and henceforth lived and worked outside the Church. 

This took place in A.D. 207-8, and he lived a number of years as head 
of the Montanist community at Carthage, until at least the time of 
Bishop Calixtus,in the reign of iecaves His personal 


influence is seen in the fact that a group of "Tertullianists" were 


brought back to the Church early in the fifth century by Augustine. 


During this period Tertullian wrote many treatises. 


many of which were against heresies and are not specifically Montanist, 
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Harnack 


although now he appeals to the revelations of the New Prophesy as 
authoritative in common with ocripture. It is an instance of his 
inconsistency that, although a sehismatic himself, ee fast to 
the position that the Church holds the true Acc He would 
tolerate no heresy but his own, 

As has been previously mentioned, Tertullian was 
the one great scholar of Montanism, and the movement secured a much 
wider and more lasting influence because of his adherence. There 
are certain differences between his Montanism and the original 
Montanism of Phrygia and Asia Minor. It seems certain that he 
received no direct instruction from Eastern Montanists, at least 
“not from those competent to expound the New Prophesy. "His 
‘Montanism was not the Montanism of A.D.177 or of Asia Minor. 
‘Rather was it that which had come to him through the purifying 


medium of distance and time." 


There is not much known regarding the later 
history of Montanisn. In the reign of Constantine there were 
Imperial edicts against them, while a section of them, known as 
‘Tertullianists, existed down to A.D.400 in Carthage. They are 


said to have been brought back to the Church by Augustine. 
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MONTANISM. 


It is difficult to arrive at a correct estimate 


the doctrines and characteristics of the early Montanists. 


Very little is known about them except through opponents, with the 
exception of Tertullian, and his Montanism differed from that of the 
ast. However, there are some facts that are known to be 
substantially correct about the Montanist position, both in the 


sarly years, and in its later development under Tertullian. 
It was orthodox in doctrine. 


There is a general concensus of opinion on the 
art of scholars that the conflict of Montanism with the Church 
was not doctrinal. "On doctrinal questions", says. Harnack, 
there was no real difference between the Catholics and the 
Mtantsts."' Bonwetsch, one of the great scholars in this 
Pield, also declares that "whenever it touched on dogmatic 
problems its utterances were designed to support the Church's 

+ aaibion."* Farrar (and later Gwatkin) compares its doctrinal 
position with that of writers recognized as sound in the faith, 
indicating no deviation on the part of the New Prophesy. "The 
orthodox section of Montanists," he says, "hardly held a single 
distinctive opinion which does not find its parallel in the 
writings of Athenagoras, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus." The 
fontanists maintained, not a difference of doctrine, but of ivan tices 
this is an important distinction. The two great movements which 


shreatened the Church in the second century, both of which left 
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permanent marks upon the Church life, were Gnosticism and 
Montanisn. The former was heretical in doctrine. Its doctrine 
of emanations and its two-God theory set it violently at variance 
with orthodox Christianity. Montanism, on the other hand, held 
to orthodox doctrine as tenaciously as any orthodox churchman. 
The prophetic revelations claimed to have been received by the New 
Prophets frequently supported the accepted doctrines of the Church, 
while Tertullian wrote some of his most valuable doctrinal treatises 
after he became an avowed Montanist. His Prescription Against 
Heretics is an attack against heresy in every form. In this he 
appeals to Apostolic Churches as being depositories of the truth, 
and regards them as authoritative. In regard to the Montanist 
revelations he declares that these related "only to points of 
discipline, and neither affected the doctrines of religion nor 
superceded the authority of eopiyearest He claims that the 
"carnal"(Psychici) raise controversy with the Paraclete and 
reject the New Prophesies not because "Montanus and Priscilla 
and Maximilla preach another God, nor that they disjoin Jesus 
Christ (from God), nor that they overturn any particular rule 
of faith or hope, but they plainly teach more frequent fasting 
than marrying."* 

Because of this doctrinal orthodoxy the 
Church hesitated long before the final break was made which 
banished the Montanists from the Church. Surrounded as the 
Church was with heresy of a most pernicious character, it 
naturally hesitated before breaking with those whose faith was 
sound. But the cleavage was inevitable. There were 
characteristics of life and Church practice advocated by the 


Montanists which threatened the foundation of the Church's life. 
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She could not afford to ignore then. There was no course open 


to her but to repudiate them. 


ms It required the acceptance of the New Prophesy as embodying 
the final teaching of the Paraclete, in regard to Christian life 
and discipline. 


This was fundamental. Says Lawler, "That the 
Paraclete was manifested in Montanus, pas in him and his companions 
revealed the fulness of Christian teaching, was the original and 
essential doctrine of Montanism."1 Montanus claimed that in him 
was fulfilled the Lord's promise of the Sonine of the Paraclete 
in John 14:12-18. The Apostles, he held, had not the perfection 
of the Holy Spirit, (1 Cor. 13:8-10); this was reserved for the 
New. Prophets, of whom Christ speaks in Matthew 23:34. But he 
traced a prophetic succession, in which he and his associates 
received their office through Quadratus and por of Philadelphia, 
from Agabus, Judas, Silas, and the daughters of Philip. Montanus 
and his companions, however, were the channels of the ultimate 
revelation. They were the last of the prophets, and after them 
would come the end. 

Serious opposition developed against this prophesy 
of the new movement. It was the crux of the opposition of the 
paGroh. The Church did not deny that the prophetic office still 
prevailed. Christian prophets are mentioned in the Didache and 
the Shepherd of Hermas. But the opositimwas directed against the 
way in which prophesy was dveal” The dominant characteristic of 
the New Prophets was ecstatic possession, and in consequence their 


prophesy was held to be irregular. Montanus reckoned the ecstatic 
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element as belonging to the essence of genuine prophesy. He 


maintained that he was utterly passive in the deliverance of his 
message. His own figure was that of Son instrument upon 
Which the Paraclete played. "Behold! the man is as a lyre, and I 
sweep over him as a plectrun. The man sleeps, and I awake." 

"I am the Lord, the Almighty God, who take up my abode in man. "* 
Extravagant claims were made concerning this ecstatic possession. 
"Those thrown into ecstatic trances during the time of public worship 
were not only consulted about remedies for bodily diseases, but also 
plied with questions concerning the invisible world." 

The ecstatic element in prophesy was not new in 
the Church. There is evidence of it in the New Testament, and in 
writings of the second eee But Paul had uttered warning 
against it, and it had grown into disuse in the Church. Also, 
Lawler maintains that while ecstacy was a characteristic of orthodox 
prophets, they differed from the Montanists in that they did not 
deliver their message till the faculties were normal. The 
Montanist emphasis served to discredit it entirely, and ecstacy 
was banished from the Church. Clement of Alexandria regarded 
ecstacy as a sign of apostacy. Eusebius speaks of the "irregular 
ecstacy", and describes the New Prophesy as issuing "in a kind of 
ecstatic frenzy, out of all season, and ina manner strange and 
novel." He refers to a book "written by our brother Alcibiades, 
in which he demonstrates the impropriety of a prophet's speaking 
in en." The Church did well to reject this ecstatic 
prophesying, this wild raving of the Montanist prophets. serious 
danger to the progress and development of the Church lay in this 
unbridled emotion. "Tf Montanism had triumphed, Christian 


doctrine would have been developed not under the superintendence 
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of the Church teachers most esteemed for wisdom, but usually the 


wild and excitable eonen." 


3. Montanism strongly emphasized Chiliasm, with an accompanying 


emphasis of asceticism. 


This also was a fundamental element in the system. 
"The entire purpose of the New Prophesy," says Bonwetsch, "was 
preparatory for the approaching ee It seems to have been 
Montanus' idea to gather all the faithful together at Pepuza, the 
"Jerusalem" of the movement, where they were to await the final 
Parousia of the Lord. Here the Millenial ae was to be 
established by Christ. Of course Montanism was not unique in 
this chiliastic belief. It had been strongly marked in the early 
Church, and had persisted through succeeding generations of the 
Church. At the time Montanus made his chillastic emphasis there 
were many who believed in the doctrine and were expectant of its 
consummation. But it had largely ceased to be a real factor in 
the life of the Church. The new emphasis and significance 
attached to it by Montanism are indicative of the effort of the New 
Prophesy to restore the primitive Apostolic Christianity. 

The logical conclusion of this emphasis was an 
ascetic rule of life. This is an inseparable accompaniment of 
an expectant looking for the end. Invariably, where this 
doctrine has been vitally maintained, a life of rigorous self- 
denial has resulted. Hence Montanus.declared that Christians, 
by ascetic discipline, should be preparing for the Coming of the 
Lord. It was this bavi verkwise that chiefly distinguished the 


Montanists in the early years from the Catholics, when they were 
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really small conventicles organized within the Church. 
The Montanist asceticism developed chiefly 


along four lines: Fasting, Celibacy, Penance, and Martyrdom. 


(1) Fasting. 

Fasting had been associated with the Sir p bats 
life from the earliest days. It had been taken over from 
Judaism, and is very definitely and clearly recognized in the New 
Testament. In the period of the rise and growth of Montanism 
fasting was part of the recognized Christian duty. The tendency 
of Montanism, however, was to make the fasts more severe, and, 
what was more serious, it made them an end rather than a means as 
in earlier days. Instead of being optional, they were made duties 
required of all disciples. The Christians observed one solemn fast 
a year, at Easter time. Also they kept the Wednesday and friday 
fasts," “tations,” as they were called. Montanus reguired his 
followers to observe two additional weeks,with the exception of the 
Saturdays and “undays, as seasons of abstinence. These were called 
Xerophachae, and consisted in abstinence from moist food and juicy 
fruits. He also required a more rigid celebration of the fasts. 
The Christians were in the habit of taking some refreshment after 
sunset during a fast. Montanus ordered his followers,when fasting, 
to take nothing before retiring. The stations terminated at three 


1 
p.m. Montanus insisted on prolonging them until the evening. 


Tertullian discusses this phase of the ascetic emphasis at some length 


in his treatise ON FASTING, and he has some very caustic criticism 

of those who did not follow the New Prophesy in this matter. It is 
» / 

in this work that he applies the term Wvyxs Aoi (carnal), used by Paul 


in 1Cor.2:14, to the non-Montanists, in opposition to the term 
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‘Uxorem, Book 1, 


On Fasting, chapter inom 
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“road, Book 1, chapter 3. 
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Vf On Exhortation to Chastity, chapter 1._ 


re yariKe (spiritual) used of the adherents Of the adherents of 
Montanisn. "To you", he says, "your belly is god, and your lungs a 
temple, and your paunch a yaemiticiat aie and your cook the 
priest, and your fragrant smell the Holy Spirit, and your condiments 
spiritual gifts, and your belching propeene "With you love 
shows its fervor in saucepans, faith its warmth in kitchens, hope 


2 
its anchorage in waiters." 


(2) Celibacy. 


ca 


Celibacy was exalted as the "better way" for the 
Christian. Marriage was ranked below virginity and was diacourenee 
Tertullian has a number of works which deal with marriage, and in 
these the Montanist position is clearly set forth. He did not 
regard marriage as necessarily evil. In his treatise TO HIS WIFE 
he says, "We do not indeed forbid the union of man and woman, 
blessed by God as the seminary of the human race, and devised for the 
replenishment of the earth and for the furnishing of the world, and 
therefore en ee But his conception is far from a worthy one. 
Marriage is really only a permitted concession to the weakness of 
the flesh. Virginity is the superior state. "What," hesays, is 
better than this good, we learn from the Apostle, who permits marrying 
indeed, but prefers eeeeasee! In his EXHORTATION TO CHASTITY, 
in which * seeks to dissuade a friend from a second marriage, he 
names three grades of virtue, with marriage as the lowest. 
"The first species is virginity from one's birth: the second, . 
virginity from one's second birth, that is from the font; a third 
grade remains, peanaeeyet "The Virgins is the principal 
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In regard to second marriages the Montanist 


teaching goes to a very much greater extreme, terming it 
fornication. The Church itself tended to discourage second marriages. 
Athenagoras eyeaks of them as specious adultery. Tertullian, 

in AD UXOREM, years before he was a Montanist, regarded them with 
disfavor. But their lawfulness had never been questioned by 

the Church at large. Montanism, however, taught that a second 
marriage was a grievous sin. In DE MONOGAMIA, Tertullian's 
third treatise on marriage, and his Ditterene. he assails the 
practice. His opening words are characteristic, and are 
expressive of his attitude: "Heretics do away with marriages; 
Psychics accumulate them." He speaks of Hermas who sanctions 
remarriage as the "Apocryphal Shepherd of Adulterers." He 
repudiates the interpretation of 1Cor. 7:39 as giving Apostolic 
sanction to remarriage. 

Further, marriage with a heathen is absolutely 
Serenibited. "Believers contracting marriages with Gentiles are 
guilty of fornication, and are to be excluded from all 


1 
communication with the brotherhood." 


(3) Penance. 

Penance haa developed as an acknowledged 
'practice of the Church. The New Testament insistence on 
repentance, an inward attitude, had given place to an 
insistence on penance, an outward form. Mourning, fasting, 
intercession, were held to be necessary concomitants of 
repentance. Tertullian does not believe that repentance can 
‘be real without aneaces> Like fasting, these outward acts 


to have significance in themselves. Penance was 
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regarded as an end, some sort of satisfaction rendered God and 


the Church for sin committed. | The Montanist influence was 
given to the increasing of the severity of the penance demanded. 
They made a division of the more serious sins into remissible 
and irremissible, | a division which was influential in later 
years. There were certain sins, they maintained, which were 
beyond forgiveness, (at least by the Church), -- murder, idolatry, 
fraud, denial of the faith, blasphemy, adultery, and fornication. 
For such sins there was no absolution. This was contrary to 
the teaching of the Gospel, but was the Montanist position, an 
indication, as Gwatkin points out, that the Paraclete of 


Montanus contradicted Christ. 


(4) Martyrdom. 

The persecutions which not infrequently broke 
out in different parts of the Empire raised a question as to the 
attitude of Christians toward the demand to recant. It was 
universally recognized by the Church that constancy was to be 
maintained at all costs, even by flight, or, in some instances, 
by bribery. It was long a burning question in the Church 
whether Roaniates should be restored. Probably the earliest 

| work of Tertullian is AD MARTYRES, and in this there is no 
fanatical severity regarding it. He writes in tones of 
encouragement to the "Blessed Martyrs Designate". In other 
writings, notably AD UXOREM and EXHORTATION TO CHASTITY, he 
expressed the opinion that flight was better than apostacy. 


"In persecutions", he says, "it is better to take advantage of 


se 


the permission granted, and 'Plee from town to town', than, 
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when apprehended and racked, to deny the faith." | 


This position, however, was repudiated by the 
Montanists. In his treatise DE FUGA IN PERSECUTIONE Tertullian 
states the position of the New Prophets. This was probably | 
written at 2 time when persecution was increasing, and the 
question of safety through flight was a very live one. Now 
Tertullian the Montanist departs from his earlier position, and 
attacks the idea of escape through flight, maintaining that "what 
proceeds from God ought not to be avoided." He devotes eleven 
sections to this form of evasion; and then proceeds to attack 
escape by bribery, "money-flight" as he terms it. This was so 
common that not only individuals but whole Churches bought 
themselves free from persecution. He declares this contrary to 
she will of God. He urges Christians to consult the spirit of 
the New Prophesy, which does not advocate flight. The Spirit 
had said "Seek not to die in your beds....but in martyrdom, that 
He who suffered for you may be glorifiea."* 
While this attitude reveals a fanaticism that 
is to be deplored, (Gibbon describing this treatise as "a | 
compound of the wildest fanaticism and the most incoherent 
declamation"),~ it is at the same time an evidence of the 
reality of the spiritual experience of the Montanists. At 
least this is to be said in their favor, that their faith made 
torture and death matters of indifference to them. They were 


not only willing but eager to seal their allegiance with their 


blood. 
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28 
4, Montanism was legalistic in spirit and practice. 


This has already been indicated in the discussion 
of the ascetic emphasis. The tendency in the Church had been to 
regard the Gospel as a new law, and to stress external conformity 
to the Gospel precepts. But Montanus carried this tendency very 
much further. It is an interesting fact that a movement ee 
started out as a protest against, and corrective of, the legalistic 
interpretation of the Christian life, wigete itself have carried this 
interpretation to such an impossible extreme. The strict rules 
laid down as the result of a fervid religious emotion became the 
centre of emphasis, and observance of these the prime requisite of 
discipleship. The moral gardari gies of the early years 
_ inevitably gave place to a legal casuistry which contained the 
seeds of death. Externality, the bane of all religion, became the 
dominant characteristic of the Montanist movement. "They aimed 
at obtaining or keeping the indwelling Spirit of Jesus, known so 
well in the early Church, by pecraaial Br ae "They began as 
a local society with active prophets and on the watch for Christ's 
Patera: they settled down at last as a widespread sect with watch 
relaxed and prophets occasional or none, distinguished from the 
Churches chiefly by Novatian discipline and general re 

That this legalism was an inevitable result of 
the New Prophesy is clear when one remembers the claims made for the 
new revelations of the Paraclete through Montanus and the others. 
These revelations were from God, and as such were regarded as 
unalterable laws, binding upon all disciples. Thus the Law of the 


Spirit which is the distinguishing feature of the Christian Gospel, 
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Christ Jesus, were surrendered in favor of what was virtually 


a new Judaisn. 
Montanism acknowledged the authority of the Scriptures. 


The new revelations were not intended to 
displace the revelation of Scripture, but to supplement it. 

They believed that "while the fundamental truths remained firm 
and unshaken, other points both of discipline and doctrine 

‘might receive correction, as the grace of God continued to 

work and make progress even to the ae They quoted in 
support of their view the words of Christ, "I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” Perhaps later, 
owing to the legal tendency of the revelations the Sriptures, 

in practice, were superceded to some extent, but it is evident 
that such was not the intention of Montanus and his companions. 
Westcott quotes their attitude to the New Testament as proof of 
the wide acceptance of these books: "The relation of the New 
Prophets to the Apostolic teashing proves how completely the New 
Testament Scriptures were identified with the sources of Christian 
Beririne."” 

Tertullian makes great use of Scripture in his 
doctrinal works. In his APOLOGY he appeals "to the majesty of 
‘Scripture, to the fulfilment of propheay." In his treatises 
against heretics he appeals to the Scripture, especially his five 
books AGAINST MARCION, which in large part are a Scriptural 
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argument against Gnosticism, with extensive quotations from the 
Old Testament, "The Gospel", and "The Apostle". He ‘charges 
the heretics with "corrupting the very Word of God Himself, who became 
flesh, either by mutilating or misinterpreting the cine 
But there is a very important claim made by 
the Montanists with respect to Scripture which, to some extent 
at least, nullified their acceptance of the authority of 
Scripture. They maintained that, since their interpretation 
was by inspiration of the Paraclete, that interpretation in 
regard to all disputed questions was right. There was no longer 
any ambiguity or possibility of error. God through them had 
authoritatively interpreted His word. For them this ended the 
matter. The Scripture was authoritative; they had the correct 
interpretation of the Scripture; therefore what they taught was 
authoritative, the final word on the subject under discussion. 
Tertullian puts this very forcibly in the closing words of his 
treatise ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE FLESH. "It was fit and 
proper,” he says, "that the Holy Ghost should no longer withhold 
the effusions of His gracious light upon these inspired writings, 
in order that they might be able to disseminate the seeds of truth 
with no admixture of heretical subtleties, and pluck out from it 
their tares. He has accordingly now dispersed all the 
perplexities of the past, and their aelf=chowen allegories and 
parables, by the open and perspicuous explanation of the entire 
mystery, through the New Prophesy, which descends in copious 
streams from the Paraclete. If you will only draw water from 
His fountains, you will never thirst for other doctrine: no 


feverish craving after subtle questions will again-consume you; 


mut by drinking in evermore the resurrection of the flesh, you 
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Resurrection of the Flesh, chapter 63. 


The Refutation of all Heresies, Book 8, chapter 12. 
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Eusebius, Book 5:18, 


McGifferg, Eusebius, Book 5:18, notes 7 and 8. 
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1 
will be satisfied with the refreshing draughts." 


According 
to Hippolytus some of the Montanists went so far as to say that 
they had learned something more through the revelations than 


from law, and prophets, and evcuepe lace 


6. The Montanists retained the orthodox Church hierarchy, 


making some noteworthy additions of their own. 


Bishops, priests, ana deacons served the 
Montanist Churches in a similar way to the service of the 
orthodox Churches. They also appointed collectors of money, 
and provided salaries for their prenotiersi” Apollonius, 
quoted by Eusebius, regards this as an indication of avarice, 
an attempt to further the movement "by gluttony". This is 
Peerecteristic of his attack on Montanisn. Like the Anonymous, 
he is bitterly hostile, and can see no good whatever in the New 
Prophesy. As a matter of fact the new officers and the new 
methods of Montanism show a commendable effort at effective 
i caigeticn: while the idea of salaried preachers seems at least 
to be hinted at in the DIDAGHE. * 

A further innovation of the movement was the 
acknowledgment of the Biniairy of women. Priscilla and 
Maximilla were associated with Montanus in his work, and were 
apparently regarded as highly as he. This was an acknowledgment 
of the fact that women might be admitted to high office in the 
Church, contrary to the general orthodox idea. Farrar quotes 
Ephinanius to the effect that the Montanists had female bishops 
and female presbyters, on the ground of the words, "There is 


neither male nor female". He also refers to a story contained 
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in a letter by Firmilian to Cyprian, "of a poor Montanist 
prophetess who in her zeal walked with bare feet in mid-winter 
over the wilds of Mt Taurus err to the poor epenaae aes 
an @ time of earthquake and Moria Whether this was 
characteristic of Montanism generally, or confined to Phrygia 
and perhaps Asia Minor, it is difficult to say. Apparently it 
was not the custom in Carthage. Tertullian will not allow a 


woman "to speak in the Church, nor to teach, nor to baptize, nor 


a 
to offer, nor to assume any function which belomgs to a man." 
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THE INFLUENCE OF MONTANISM UPON ORTHODOXY. 


| Montanism, like Gnosticism, was strenuously 
opposed by the Church, and was eventually overcome. But it 
had a very marked influence upon Gnaean thought and practice, 
end various Lendencies of the Church of the third and fourth 
centuries can be traced in whole or in part to Montanist 
influence. Indeed Farrar goes me far as to say that "it 
ceased ne schismatic because its main views were accepted as 


orthodox; and Gwatkin declares "it has left its traces in the 


Western Churches deep and clear to our onastinas 


1. Asceticism. 


Perhaps the most outstanding influence of 
Montanism upon the Catholic Church was in regard to its ascetic 
emphasis. It has already been indicated that an ascetic view 
of life was by no means new with this movement. In the earlier 
literature of the century there are definite evidences of a 
growing asceticism. This was fostered by Gnostic asceticisn, 
which appears prior to the rise of Montanisn. But the 
influence of the latter, especially through Tertullian, and its 
appeal to the susceptibilities of many of the more earnest 
Ghristians of the second and third centuries, greatly 

St shathened the ascetic development, and prepared the way for 
the eremitic and monastic movements of the fourth century. 
These movements, which resulted in great numbers of the best 
people of their day being withdrawn from social life, the 


beneficent influence of whose lives was lost to society, began 


Saal 33 :  — 


34 


gout a century after the rise of Montanism, and a little more 
jan @ Quarter of a century after the death of Tertullian. The 
iret of the hermits, Paul, withdrew to the desert about the 
ddle of the century, probably caning ieee persecution of 
D.249-250. Before the end of the century large numbers had 
followed his example, and the aeenent continued to grow in a 
yhenom€nal manner. There can be little doubt that the 

fontanist enthusiasm, with its extravagances and its ascetic 
ppeal, in a great measure prepared the way for this monastic 
ovement. There are many points at which the later movement 
approximated the earlier. Especially is this so. in regard to 
phe enthusiasms generated. This was a striking Characteristic 
if the New Prophets. Their growth can be traced in large measure 
50 that enthusiasm which passed like a wave through whole 
communities, and won the allegiance of great numbers who never 
would have embraced the teaching except for the influence of 

nis mass enthusiasm. This was just as striking a 
haracteristic of the eremitic and monastic movements. The 
yast number of hermits re deserts of Egypt in the fourth 
sentury can be accounted for only on the ground of waves of 
mnthusiasm which swept multitudes off their feet, and into this 
few life of ascetic isolation. One of the characteristics of 
iontanism was its avidity for martyrdom. But with the. passing 
of the persecutions the opportunity for thie passed. It was this 
Same spirit which was manifested in the mortifications and. 
lacrifices of the hermit life. 

The forms in which this enthusiasm manifested 


self also established points of contact between the two 
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The Montanists exalted celibacy, setting it 
ina ih aha to which it had no claim. They taught that 
while marriage is lawful it is not expedient, at least not the 
best way of life, and virginity was honored and most highly 
regarded. Priscilla had even gone so far as to "particularly 
recommend" the unmarried life to the clergy, “as if it was in 
this way only they could be the worthy channels of holy 
influences, could properly render themselves capable of receiving 
the divine gifts of the spirit." this was the emphasis of the 
hermit. He cut himself off from the marriage relation, by a vow 
of chastity definitely setting himself apart as a celibate. 

That is to fay he Simply carried a step further the Montanist 
position, as it undoubted frat the latter was largely responsible 
Tor this further step. Hence the strong statement of Farrar, 
"She (the Church) outdid Montanism in her hyper-exaltation of the 
fancied merit of celibacy, and although she never actually | 
forbade second marriage, she set up the false idea of a virginity 
which was supposed to be mOre holy than wedlock." 

The Montanists multiplied fasts, and made them 
more strict and obligatory on their adherents, The hermits 
sought to make life a perpetual fast, eating little food, and 
professing a complete indifference to the physical needs of the 
body. The Church adopted the very fasts that the Montanists 
had introdiiced, and adopted their legalistic view of them as 


n 3 


"obligatory and meritorious 
Penance was developed and stressed by the 

Montanists; the external act was counted of value per se. 

One of the most striking developments of the hermits was along 


the line of mortification, the most diverse and extravagant 
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forms originating, for example, there were the Stylites and the 


Dendrites, "who condemned themselves to perpetual immobility", 
the former. on columns, the latter in iveew. There were the 

. © 
Top og™ r Browsers, so-called because they lived on grass. 
There were those who loaded themselves with chains, others with 
yokes, the whole purpose being the mortification of the flesh. 
There is a difference between these excesses and those of the 
Montanists, but there is a logical connection between then, 
and the latter must be held responsible in large measure for 
for the later abuse. 
Hence, very clearly, Montanus was the 
forerunner of the monastic movement, and contributed much to it. 


In this respect alone its influence has been prolonged for many 


centuries. 


2. A double moral standard. 


Closely allied with the ascetic influence 

was the influence of Montanism in creating a double moral standard 
in the Church. This was done largely. through the distinction 
drawn between the "Psychics" and the "Spirituals", two distinct 
Classes being set forth. Hence the development later into the 
"religious" and the "laity". Says Fisher, "Montanus left behind 
@ marked influence upon the spirit and polity of the Catholic 
Church, The clergy were brought under severe rules of discipline 
from which the laity were exempt. An impetus was given to the 
tendency to recognize two types of Christian life and character, 
the lower or merely salvable type, and the ascetic type, standing 


on a higher plane as to sanctity of conduct and the prospect of 
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heavenly Rewards." 


This was utterly. at variance with the New 
Testament, which proclaims that there is no respect of persons 
with God, and which regards all men as standing on the same level 


with respect to the moral standard by which God judges men. 


aie Mortal and venial sins. 


The Montanists were the first to enunciate 
the distinction between various sins, regarding some as 
remissible and some as irremissible, the former comprising the Whe 
seven deadly sins, the latter the minor sins. Regarding the = 
mortal sins the Church has no power of forgiveness whatever. 
Gwatkin declares that this is a return to paganism. It is 
evident that it is an emphasis on externalism. The outward 
act is reckoned as of prime concern. It takes no thought of the 
inner motive, which Jesus taught determines the judgment to be 
passed upon a particular act. 

This distinction drawn between mortal and 
venial sins has continued down to this day, and is one of the 


doctrines of the Roman Church. 
4, Chiliasm discredited. 


The incident of the disciples on Olivet 
gazing into heaven after the ascended Christ, and the angels 
who rebuked them, is symbolic of tne best teaching of the early 
Church in regard to the second coming of Christ. There has 


always been a tendency on the part of some to excessive 
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expectancy, a fanatical looking for the Parousia. Paul found 
some even neglecting the tasks of the common days because the 
common days so soon would end, and he found it necessary to warn 
them against neglect of duty through this exaggerated expectancy. 
Each outburst of chiliastic fanaticism apparently had this as 

a characteristic, and it crippled the Church, and nullified the 
Christian influence of the individual. The failure of Montanisnm, 
so definitely chiliastic, served to discredit chiliasm in the 
eyes of the Church, and in spite of frequent outbursts that has 
been the attitude of the Church through the centuries. In this 
result there was both gain and me The gain was in the 

Se iareed emphasis on fidelity of life; the loss in the 
diminishing of the consciousness of God. This attitude was 
influential in developing the deistic conception of God as a’ 
king in a far country, thus emptying the world of God. The 
eoming and the judgment lost their reality and. their vital 


relationship with human life.® 
5. Distrust of Prophetism. > 


The mark of Montanist enthusiasm was its 
prophesy. This was marked by an ecstacy which was allowed to 
run to excess, and this Geaae frightened the Church. The 
result was a Se ateiat of enthusiasm. Impassioned speaking in 
religion was regarded with suspicion. 

This was a very serious loss for the Church. 
Any movement needs the enthusiasm of its followers to occasion 
its advance, and the loss to the Church through this distrust 


cannot be conjectured. Gwatkin declares that "34 threw even 
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preaching into the background for a thousand years, and helped 
to form the mediaeval conception of the priest's duty-- to say 


masses and to be a spiritual director, but by no means to preneee 


Gs Exaltation of the clergy. 


A tendency of the second century is to look 
back to the Apostlic age as an age of"unearthly splendour". 
The appeal to Apostolicity in meeting heresy and determining 
Church faith and polity occurs with increasing directness 
in the literature of the century. Montanism helped, negatively, 
to crystalize this tendency to regard the Apostlic age as supreme. 
The Church exalted Apostolic. teaching against the New Prophesy. 
Emphasis was placed upon the importance of the Apostolic 
Churches. "Thus it is established," says Tertullian, "That 
every doctrine which agrees with those Apostolic mother-churches, 
the originals of the faith, is to be set down to truth, as in 
accordance with what the Churches have received from the Apostles, 
the Apostles from Christ, and Christ from Goat 

Recognition was given also to those who stood 
in the places of the Apostles, that is, the clergy. Hence the 
magnifying of the clerical office, until finally the whole work 
of God in relation to human life is conceived mediately, through 
the ministrations of the priest. "The entire mediaeval system 
from the Papacy downward is no more than a natural development 
of the unbelief which knows no working of the Spirit but one 
transmitted by outward ordinances from a distant past: and to this 
development the failure of Montanism gave a greater impulse than 


the defeat of the Gnostics or the conversion of Constantine. "? 
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It is an interesting fact that the movement that set out to 
protest against the institutionalizing of Christianity, and to 
emphasize the priesthood of all believers, was responsible for 


a more complete institutionalizing, and the exaltation of the 


priestly office. 


Thus the importance of the Montanist movement 
and its definite influences upon the orthodox Church are clear. 
Possessing many excellent characteristics, it was yet 
dominated by certain extravagances which would have been fatal 
to the Church's developing life, and the eater did well to decide 
against it. An important lesson to be learned from the 
movement, and one some sections of the Church need today, is that 
while enthusiasm is desirable and necessary, it must be tempered 
with a sane common sense. The Church anes as much enthusiasm 
as was displayed in the New Prophesy. But it needs an 
intelligent grasp of Scripture truth to lead ‘that enthusiasm 


into paths of wisdom. 
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